 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CAUSE NUMBER__________________

_________________________

§
IN THE ____________ COURT







§

V.





§
_______ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

_________________________

§








§
______________ COUNTY, TEXAS

DEFENDANT’S ORIGINAL ANSWER

_________________________________, Defendant, files Defendant’s Original Answer to Plaintiff’s Original Petition and shows:

1.
General Denial

Defendant enters a general denial.

2.
Prayer

Defendant prays that Petitioner take nothing and that Defendant be granted all relief requested in this Original Answer.


Defendant prays for general relief.

Respectfully submitted,

X____________________________

____________________________

Pro Se Defendant Printed Name

____________________________

Address Line1

____________________________

Address Line2

____________________________

Telephone Number

Certificate of Service

I certify that a true copy of the above was sent via certified mail, return receipt requested to each attorney of record or party in accordance with the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure on __________________________________________________.

X____________________________

____________________________

Pro Se Defendant Printed Name

HOW TO COMPLETE AND FILE DEFENDANT=S ORIGINAL ANSWER

1.  
The Defendant=s Original Answer is simply saying to the court that you are responding to the petition and that you are denying any allegations it makes against you. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU FILE THE DEFENDANT=S ORIGINAL ANSWER AT THE COURTHOUSE.  If you do not, the other side can take a default judgment against you.  That means that s/he can go in front of a judge without telling you when s/he is going and get everything s/he wants.  You will not be able to tell your side of the story to the judge. 

2.
You will need the original and 3 copies of the Defendant=s Original Answer.

3.
Do the following on the original and all 3 copies:

a. Make sure that the Cause Number and the Judicial District Number at the top of the first page are the same as on the papers that you were served with.  Also make sure that any other blanks in the document are filled in by you.

b. Sign your name at the bottom of the first page on the line below ARespectfully Submitted,@ at the bottom of the document.  

c. Print your name, address and phone number on the following lines.

d. On the second page under the ACertificate of Service@ section, write in the date that you intend to mail a copy of the Answer to the other side’s attorney.  It is best to send it on the same day that you file it at the courthouse.  You must send it on or before the date that you write in.

e. Sign your name on the line after the certificate of service paragraph.

4.
Go to the courthouse where the case is filed.

a. Ask where the district clerk=s office is for your case and go to that office.

b. Tell the district clerk that you want to file an answer in your case.  Hand the original and all 3 copies to the clerk.  Tell the clerk that you want the copies to be >file marked= which means that it will be stamped with the time and date that you filed it.

c. Get all 3 copies back from the clerk

5.
Mail a copy to the other side or other side=s attorney via certified mail, return reciept requested.
6.
Keep two copies for your records in a safe place with all your papers on this case.
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